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October ! 5. 2023

Deai- Bi-oii'iers and Sisters in Ciu-ist,

On October 22, we join witti the Chiirch throughouf the world. in observing World Mission Sisnday.
We. renew our baptisma! commitmenit to be missioiiaries of the Gospel throiigi-iout the worJ'd in this
anniial Eucl-tafistic ceiebcatioji.. As Catholics, we. are obligated to share in ti'ie n'sission o( spreadine
the aiithentic Gospei of Jesus Christ tiiroiighoyt the worid,

Pope Francis has set for this year's theme: "Hearts on fire, feet on tiw n-iove." T!ie Hoiy Father invites
us to kindle llie fire of Christ's love in oui' hearts and intefitionaily to share this wannth with the
woric! around iis. Gtiided by the Holy Spirit, we go forti', and bring the Good News to all corn.ers 01"
t!.ic world.

Founded by French iaywontan Biessed Pauiine Jarieot In i 822, the Society for the Prot)iigation of the
FaiU-i is a.n esseni.ia's soiis-ce of aid fos- th.e Cl'turch's .si-iissionary work. 'rile Venerabie Fuilon J. Siieen
who served as the national director of the Society for the Propagaiion oftiie Faitli from 195). tiirough
1966 was fond of saying, "Some go ro tne missions by giving, others give to the missions by goiiig,"<;

Tl'ie Work! Mission Sunday coiiection assists the I-Ioiy Fatlter ir! meetiiig his Petrine obligation to
briicE iip tiic Church in over i,! 00 dioceses and te.n'.itGries th.at are too vuine-rable to sustati'!
thcmsyives amidst great, adversity inciuding poverty and jsersecution. Oi.sr jsniyers and 011'- offerings.
Si.iiqjart the formation ofsemii-sarians and reiigbus men and women, assist in the c&Rsti'uctiori of
sclioo.is and orphan.aaes, en.ab!e roissiofiai'ies to build chyrGfaes in reniote aii.d resoiirce-iimi.fed areas,.
and meet essential needs to proclaim the Gospel snd csiebrate the Sacraments.

Rnibod}'ing this year's thefi-ie, I tifge you to lieep your iieavts aflame vvi.th the love ofCi'irist and your
feet mo\'-ing \vhh perseverance on this Worid Mission Sunday. Your prayers are iiiva!uabie. and y'our
finaixiial. sy{3pors: provides life-giving aid to spreading the Gospe.l through good works and sound
teaching to our brothers auct sisters most in need. Pteass be generous.! rsiuain,

Sincerciy yours ill Christ,

/^%A^?'i^^
Most {-tevercnd Michael F. Oison, STD. MA
Bishop of Port Worth
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